like roads, paths and bridges. These were also seen as pious contributions meant for the salvation of the donors' souls.4 … Some years ago, the German historian Gerhard Dohrn-van Rossum conducted an extensive study of the development, function and perception of mechanical clocks in the late Middle Ages.5 My contribution is meant to offer some additional observations concerning the variety of values that were connected with clocks, their function, use, and public presentation.
The first European boom of the new invention of the mechanical clock was between 1370 and 1380, as the story about Niclas Swaelbl indicates.6 The earliest evidence of public clocks originates from northern Italy in the first half of the fourteenth century. Around the mid-fourteenth century, an "internationalization" can already be demonstrated, with clocks in urban centres and residences of England, Sweden, France, and Germany.7 Some of the clockmaker specialists traveled through all of Europe, even to today's Ukraine and further (for instance, Moscow, 14048), constructing clocks in a large number of mainly urban communities that had enough funds to afford the new mechanical devices to measure time, prestigious objects to be seen and heard in public.
With regard to surviving late medieval specimens, one of the most famous examples is the mechanical clock and astronomical dial on the southern wall of the Old Town City Hall in Prague (Fig. 9.1) , dating back to 1410 and constructed by a local clockmaker and a professor of mathematics and astronomy at Charles University.9 This Prague orloj was one of the most prestigious pieces among the complex mechanical and astronomical clocks designed and constructed during the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries.
